The Emergency Committee for 
Adams School 

1807 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 


Dear Mr. Hobson 


5 


As you know the question of community control for Adams 
school will be on the agenda for the School Board meeting on 
June 18, 1969. We would like to take this opportunity to 
or nihy OUR DOSE LON On LpiUSempULer sands tO eSOlI Cit. your suD- 
port for this vitally needed action. 


The Emergency Committee has attempted for an entire 
school year to seek solutions to what we believe to be grave 
proDlemseat Adams school, Today, several months aiter our 
initial public declaration of our concerns we have not seen 
any move on the part of school administration to take positive 
Steps to come to grips with those problems. Because of this 
WemnaveuCOMe SLO. yOu.,.our elected school) board. 


We believe that conditions at Adams School, as at many 
SCm@oOlcmiNmuMucomeCtLy.matemauecpLOrap le mmwesnlaver: publically 
charged that there is an air of repression at Adams which is 
not conducive to learning. We charged also that Adams is 
woefully understaffed and ill equipped. We further charge 
that children at Adams are denied access to new, stimulating 
and innovative approaches to learning. We feel that the 
school administration and the central administration are un- 
responsive to the wishes of parents and are, in facv, hostile 
to’ those parents who dare to question the efficacy of tra- 
dition - bound practices. 


We have spent hours in conference with school administra- 
tors. We have begged, threatened, charged and counter-charged, 
only to be told a few weeks ago that there would be no changes 
ce Comme em COMIGOayeCaY., waWeNCannoy accepu this. se hither 
Tien ChOOMmmDOarOmmUStee WlOowW US LOosatvemptl Co solvemsomesonetne 
problems at Adams or we have no other recourse but to turn to 


GonemCOurcs. 


We have not asked anything unprecedented. We have not 
asked anything illegal. We want Adams School to become a com- 
munity - controlled school in accordance with public pledges 


\ 


by the D.C 2 ccnool, Boaraqgand as Oe instructions to-Supt. 


ne cCiLt 
ur young people. We want to re-assume our responsibility 
OC. DrOVLOS ecuCcatt One OreOumeC oT Laren, 


Manning. We have asked that Adams School be placed in the 
special Projects) Division sOsviauean criecuiverapproaciws..o 
the educational deficiencies at the school can be made. We 
turther ask that an elected board of governors be set up at 
AGaMs , tO allow concerned parents, community organization 
ray izens to exercise their right to decide the fate of 


Our critics have said that we are trouble-makers. We 
answer Chat) Weald Note ereaverune Condi tlOns in une” Ssenoo... 
le have been accused of trying to destroy Adams. We answer 


7 
e 
hildren our.pupils at Adams and we seek to improve 
n destroy their school environment. 


© 
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e) ae WAL Ceniibhentien, Wrerwieesh eis; El jekeveeyece were EMl iwlaKe 
Teel So ey “the school. Rather we see it as the first step nec- 
essary, in our present system, to guarantee that somebody 
Usagi Vofersuiia! gue) eiWele).< fein Gwist=! (escuiisuhs, fsukaolemeWela sie, lets Se@inisvel. ast 
thave somebody, willie move lo. Correcy thabecrisvces sluaGlonmpe— 
fore too many more children are educationally and psycho- 
logically maimed. 


Dol we ask too much when we ask your support? Do you be— 
Trever thas uleeSChoOoOl adminis travton sna sSeOOnemc aime (ec crmC.o 
to educate children in Washington? Do you believe that the 
COmMmMniGyecCan endesSnouldeatremp ta LOmsOLVCeSONCHO MECC DLOOWeHS 
‘oul quigle sslelelelomiey” Uiveye args) ‘ctetid=, <ekt “elbhe (elaukiehgeteiy, as jeez Veele n wie 
He lpmus. 


“—-* ”~ a ee oe * 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


SUITE 610, 1825 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 


"The greater part of what my 
neighbors call good, I believe 
insmyeseuly topberbadwands 151 
repent anything, it is very 
likely to be my good behavior. 
What demon possesses me that I 
behave so well?" 


Henry David Thoreau 
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For Mr. Hobson, a motion, if the Board votes down community’ control 


for Adams School’. 5. 


In view of the Board's refusal to place Adams School in Special 
Projects and its refusal to grant community control to the parents 
and community Adams is supposed to be serving, it is clear to me 
that fhe Board condones and approves the inferior education being 
received by the children at Adams, Therefore, it seems only proper 
that the Board go on record as endorsing present conditions at Adams 


and I introduce a motion to that effect, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Digitization funded by a generous grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 


https://archive.org/details/b0x15_boe_misc1969 
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Re De # a2 

Box 276 

Gardiner, New York 

Lee 

Mr. Julius W. Hobson 
300 M Street S. We 
Apartment N 510 | 
Washington, De Gs 20001 : 


Dear Mr. Hobsons: 


At the presemt time I am writing a graduate paper concerning 
the Hobson vs Hansen Case for a course in New York State education 
law. I am especially interested in the portion of the decision 
which abolished the track system. On hand I have the Congressional ee 
Record of June 21 which gives a very detailed summary of the case. 


Part of my assignment is to contact prominent figures such as 
yourself who were actively involved in this decision, 


I would greatly appreciate a brief response from you indicating 
your personal feelings about the decision and your expectations as 
to how the decision abolishing the track system will effect the educa- 
tion of the disadvantaged in the future. 


Congratulations on your victory. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Grant F. Trowbridge 


CLaAss oF SERYICE 
This is a fast message 


DL=Day Letter , 
NL=Night Letter 


International 
LT= ~ Letter Telegram , 


unless its deferred char- 
acter is indicated by the f l ‘E LE G R A M 
proper symbol. DD 

The filing time shown in the date line@n domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of = is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 
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JULIUS HOBSON, DLR IMMY, DLY 75 
300. M ST SOUTHWEST APT 510 WASHOC 
THE PTA OF THE ADAMS SCHOOL IS ON. RECORD AS HAVING VOTED AGAINST 
THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL IDEA BEING INSTITUTED AT THE ADAMS SCHOOL 
STOP THIS WAS UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. IN AN OPEN PTA MEETING STOP 
WE HAVE A PAID MEMBERSHIP OF ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY 
SOLOMON SHEPARD PRESIDENT PTA 
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Notice of Motion to Intervene 


Please take notice that I, the undersigned 

Julius We. Hobson by andgthrough my attorney, wilt 
move the United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia at the United States Court House, Washington, 
Dec. Onstnie daveos, April 019.70 seat «cernuGLo) 
o'clock in the forenoon of that day, or as soon there— 
after as counsel can be heard, for an order allowing 
me, pursuant to Rule 24 of the Federal Rules of Civil 

rocedure, to intervene and become a party herein and 
to file such pleadings, present such evidence and 
make such arguments as may be necessary to represent 
MYL DOSLCLON a nechismacti on mestyledalate wersusmiuamnd 
Civ. No. 459-70. 


April B MRS PALS 
Julius W. Hobson 
i623 Gostrect ao. W. 


Washington, D. C. 


Attorney for Applicant 
Joseph L,..Gibson, Esq. 
160GR26thystreet N. WwW. 
Washington’) aC mec 0009 
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Mr. Julius W. Hobson 

Member of Board of Education 
A415 12th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hobson: 


I believe that you are sincere in helping the public school children of the District 
of Columbia. That is why I am addressing this letter to you. 


For too long, I have sat back and watched many unjust things done to the students 
of Dunbar, hoping that things would change. For too long, I have watched the downtown 
administration reassign inefficient, neurotic, temporary teachers who were not good for 
our students and who have done all types of things to upset the school's program after 
the principal had made known to the assistant superintendent the problems involved, and 
was ignored. Ask him and he can name at least 3 who are on the faculty now. For too 
long, I have watched equipment such as tape recorders and overhead projectors taken fran 
a classroom teacher and transferred elsewhere, leaving a severe shortage. On one 
occasion we were told in faculty meeting that a multilith printer (the only one) had 
been taken fram the students in the print shop and transferred to the basement of 
Franklin School by order of the superintendent and over the protests of the principal. 
It was replaced several years later. For too long, I have seen strong, and effective 
teachers transferred out and replaced with inexperienced, inefficient bodies. The 
Teachers’ Union has become a haven for these teachers and Dunbar is getting more than 
its share. For too long, I have seen strong assistant principals transferred out and 
replaced by neurotic, lazy ones who were pawned off to Dunbar because they had problems 
in other schools. All of this, mind you, hurts the Dunbar student. 


Going back to the fall of 1967 - Mr. Vincent Reed, a strong, effective and respected 
assistant principal was transferred fran Dunbar to Wilson. In his place came Mr. 
William Carpenter from the Spingarn STAY program (well known by the administration to be 
a failure). We were told that Mr. Koontz wanted to integrate the administration at 
Wilson. If this were true, why didn't they transfer Mr. Carpenter to Wilson instead 
of Mr. Reed. Because they wanted Wilson to have the best, that's why. I must add here 
that Mr. Reed was quite upset when he went home and found the transfer letter in his 
mail. He said he called the principal and the principal didn't know anything about it. 
According to the principal when he announced that Mr. Reed was leaving, he had not been 
able to get a reason from Mr. Koontz as to why the transfer was made. So therefore, 
the Dunbar faculty and student body were left in the dark as to why they were losing 
Mr. Reed, and that's the way it stood. The student unrest was calmed by the principal. 


In the fall of 1968, Mrs. Bertha Baylor, assistant principal was promoted to 
Principal of McFarland &m Junior High. Instead of Dunbar getting a replacement fran 
the list, in came Mrs. Lois Proctor, a transferee from Western. We were never told 
why and the principal said that he had tried in vain to find out. 


The principal was out of the building most of time negotiating for the new teachers’ 
union contract. Teachers and students alike found that they had no one to go to for 
assistance. 


On several occasions cut slips were taken to Mrs. Proctor by teachers and she said 
and I quote “Take it back, I don't want it, she didnt" cut my class, she cut yours" 
Teachers and other employees and students were embarassed by. her in front of visitors 
as well as in front of other faculty members and the student body. A letter from the 
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the teachers' aides to the principal, a copy of which was sent to the secondary office, 
complained of many things involving Mrs. Proctor. Their office was next to hers and 
she kept them so upset that it was £ visible to everyone. 


Mr. Carpenter refused to discipline because he said that it was unfair to the boys 
k® when the girls were getting away with whatever they wanted. Girls held xmut regular 
card games in the lavatories and ms smoked Openly in the building. When Mrs. Proctor 
was called to check, she would make remarks like “they are no worse here than at Westen! 
or"no point in sending then home, thats where they want to go anyway". She also refused 
to discuss tardy cases and just about anything else that a teacher want to her for. 

The boys held a dice game in the amory daily. Mr. Carpenter many times could not be 
found and sometimes would go in the Opposite direction when he sensed a problem. Ive 
even seen him stand back and watch trouble brewing and did nothing except glorify in it. 
Most any faculty member can verify this. 


The assistant principals didn't seem to care and the teachers were kka taking on 
the same attitude. A committee of teachers in desparation wrote letters to the 
acministration requesting a third assistant principal with a discouraging response fran 
Mr. Koontz. Finally, we were granted a 3rd assistant principal under the Title I 
progran,Mrs. Phyllis Beckwith who came to Dunbar in December. Immediately, she went to 
work to gain the confidence and respect of faculty and students and inmediately xank' 
things started ekamm changing at Dunbar. Working closely with the principal, they 
attacked the problems and solved them one by one. Once mxn again, Dunbar was a school 
of learning, with a reasonable thinking student body. He impact was so great as to be 
unbelievable ~— and then out of the blue came notice that Mrs. Beckwith was to report to 
Eastern with hardly time to say goodbye - under a detail procedure with a Dunbar 
counselor, Mrs. Frankie Bavis (not well-liked by the teachers and students) detailed 
into Mrs. Beckwith's position. 


This is what I feel should be investigated, Mr. Hobson - #1 Mrs. Beckwith is an 
assistant principal hired and paid by Title I Funds , how can she work at Eastern, when 
it is not a Title I school. - #2 If there was a £ vacancy at Eastern, why wasn't Mrs. 
Davis sent there? #3 Mrs Proctor was a teacher at Eastern Why couldn't she have been 
sent instead of Mrs. Beckwith? Why wasn't the principal of Dunbar nofified in advance 
and his desires considered since he knew the Dunbar Situation? And finally, Eastern had 
a vacancy, not Dunbar, so what is the justification for tampering with the Dunbar staff? 
Furthermore, Mr. Rhodes has been out of town since the dirty work was done and noone at 
Dunbar has been able to get in touch with him. ‘The Dunbar principal has not been given 
any reason at all for the action mm so therefore, the faculty and students are again 
in the dark. 


I feel that an investigation should be made of the administration's policies on 
"details" and"transfers" - a justification for upsetting the staffs of several schools 
unnecessarily. I feel that the principal should mak be notified in advance and that 
his suggestions and comments should be considered, since he is the person in the 
Situation and the administrators down town are not. 


I feel that an investigation should be made of Title I funds and Impact Aid Funds, 
Whether any of these funds are going into the "WISE" KyxS program. Mr. Koontz has 
stated publicly that he would take from these funds to make the "WISE" kyKaMprogram go. 


I am leaving the school system soon for other employment but I cannot live with 
my concious without making you aware of some of the unjustices done to Dunbar High Schod. 
students. I cannot reveal my name because it might effect my future regployment.. But 


name because all of the things are a matter of 
agar aS A DUNBAR FACULTY MEMBER 


cc: the Evening Star 
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Attorney Charles L, Fishman 
Re: Birney Elementary School case-- 


1. There is no obligation on the part of teachers to join the 
PTA; but there is pressure. 


2. Names of teachers who did not leave but who did receive 
reprimands: 
Mr. William Johnson 
Miss Rose Matthews 
Mr. Alvin Parrish 
3. Names of teachers who left, but who did not receive reprimands: 
Mrs. Geraldine Slaughter 
Miss Rita Robinson 


4, The name of the woman teacher who is going to join me as 
plaintiff in this case : 


NOTE:Look carefully at that information written by Mrs. Hull which 
includes names of persons who received reprimands who should not 
have received them, and the names of those who did not receive 
them but should have received them. 
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| JULIUS W. HOBSON, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS A. ) 
| MEMBER OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
| BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 
CANNIS HULL ) 
(OO, Teast SUMS Sis he 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ) 
PLAINTIFFS ) 
V. 
| ) CIVIL ACTION 
‘WILLIAM R. MANNING, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS NO. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FOR THE ) 
| DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
(415 12th STREET, N. W. ) 
| WASHINGTON, D. C. 
) 
| JAMES E, COATES, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS 
| PRESIDENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ) 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
(GDS, Auer ries ASMA. Ns ) 
| WASHINGTON, D. Cy 
| | ) 
DEFENDANTS 
) 
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MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 


Comes now plaintiffs, by and through counsel, and moves Ghass 


| Honorable Court to grant a preliminary injunction to restrain 


| defendants from imposing any punishment upon plaintiff Hull or 


|the members of the class she represents and from further using, 


in any manne rs tiem Lec Le ycmO mec Di ilanG described ing the pap ove 


‘captioned cause and from further COmUC1iemtOmve sci iGievicmoar 


| letters of reprimand until such time as defendants have conducted 


(a AU el OGM GOCE S Same Gaia Ice) 1a, hearing with respect to the issues 


lraised herein and as reasons therefore state: 


(1) The District Court has jurisdiction in this cause 


“pursuant fs, BR) helo, cm Tl abeiul, 220i eiaGl 2202 Ciate! Wario eaten: of 


iGolumbia Code (1967) # 11-521 and 28 U.S.C, 8 1343. 
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(2) Plaintiff, Cannis Hull, and other members of the class 


| she represents have been punished and are being punished as a 
|Beersibike oe B UShEaie CL MEMEO Wie Was CEneucemESs, Waele 
punishment was administered without due process of law as is 


imoremn i lyme Gano WC menue NOmCOMD loll) tmemisrc CMC Zea ir 


(3) The imposition and continuation of the said punishment 


| without uses GOCCMEANNS WikeieiLien eal the members Gil WKS Clues 
_ she represents a due process adversary hearing is a continuing 
“and SO Suernme LL Mi WSC. Sia Giles MatememeneS WalGa TEKS 
Regios SNael Wises) Or “Has Pollealieud 4 Cees EM, Gia! 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiffs respectfully pray that this Honorable 


Court issue a preliminary injunction restraining defendants from 
lany further use of the aforesaid letters of reprimand or from 


| further refusing to revoke the aroresaidmletters sof reprimand 


luntil such time as defendants have conducted a full due process 
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MOTION TO TAKE DEPOSTTIONS OR INTERROGATORIES AND TO 


BXAMINE RECORDS WITHIN 20 DAYS FROM COMMENCEMENT OF 
SULT PURSUANT TO RULE 26 OF THE FEDERAL RULES OF 
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this Honorable Court for leave to take depositions or interroga- 


tories and to examine records pursuant to Rule 26 of the Hederal 
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this cause and as reasons therefor state: 


Gapelomedecallsceande ne Drepane cll OneLO ME Liem hear nOROnmuiemMaet on 
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(4. Defendants will not suffer any harm if this motion is Sranved. 
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